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LEARNING 
BESIDE 
THEM

B Y   M O N I Q U E  W I L L M S  

@ D M W I L L M S



I  have always thought of myself as a teacher, by nature, by 

passion and by career. Even though I’ve always defined 

teaching as more of facilitating it wasn’t until I  began 

homeschooling that I really began to dig into more of what it 

looks like to truly facilitate learning, to engage children in 

exploring the world around them and to take the journey with 

them. 

In many ways I feel l ike I am getting to revisit and expand my 

childhood education. Now let it be said that I am a full 

advocate of being a lifelong learner and in no way believe 

that education stops when you exit the system but in 

observing the vast majority of adults how often do we go 

back and revisit the subjects, ideas, and realms of study we 

hurried through in school? When was the last time a friend 

mentioned they were taking the time to study and explore 

the solar system just for the sake of curiosity? It’s a subject 

worth a revisit as it’s changing constantly – just ask Pluto. 
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There aren’t many occupations where there is this freedom 

and opportunity to spend our days immersed in the 

exploration of our world. Even as a public school teacher (a 

position I had hoped would afford me this life of constant 

learning) this wasn’t overly possible. There was a little 

exploration and a lot of assessment, assignments, 

curriculums, division outcomes, testing, bells, and behaviour 

management. Most of those things are considerable hurdles 

to curiosity and learning. 

But we who’ve chosen this home education life have this 

beautifully unique opportunity to dive into this lifestyle of 

learning and to grow and expand our hearts, our minds and 

our wonder. We also get to model and facilitate that lifestyle 

for our kids with a wisdom gained along the way that allows 

us to truly value the opportunity and see the big picture. 

Left to their own devices my children wouldn’t know half of 

the opportunities out there that exist for them. Sure they’re 

curious and are often self led learners but there is a richness 

and a depth that I can offer them that comes from life 

experience and creativity. 



We do work independent study into our days and I value that 

time. I  see it as a wilderness base camp where I as the ranger 

give them the information they need to know to start out and 

then I send them on their way. During our current season 

though I see us more often running hand in hand through the 

woods, stopping to investigate every and anything that 

piques our interest. 



I ’ l l  admit that when I first started homeschooling I defaulted 

to school at home complete with schedules and binders full 

of unit plans. I  was used to keeping junior high students 

attention and thought my kids would be so excited to have 

me teach. They were not. They were excited to be with me. 

As the years have gone on we have been settling deeper and 

deeper into this lifestyle of learning. As we settle I spend 

less time in front of them and more time beside them. 

The following are some of the ways I “get beside them.” 

BE PRESENT  

As a public school teacher whenever my students were 

quietly working or watching a video I was marking, prepping, 

or photocopying. It made me very efficient but not overly 

present. At home this became meal prep, laundry, and 

business emails.   I ’ve learned to take my “productivity” down 

a notch and engage the same material my kids are engaging. 

If it’s a documentary I watch it with them, I sit and listen to 

the audio book or I’m the one reading the book aloud and fully 

enthralled alongside them. When I’m present, conversations 

naturally happen. Questions are asked, we can pause and 

dialogue. I  am forever pausing documentaries and books to 

fill  them in on relevant bits of history or information, to ask if 

they “caught” something, and to gather predictions on what 

might happen next. I  am also learning so much and thoroughly 

enjoying all this fantastic literature. 

HOW I LEARN BESIDE 

MY CHILDREN 





CULTIVATE CURIOSITY  

I ’ve let loose my inner three year old and constant “whys” 

come out of me. So many of my sentences start with “I 

wonder…”  When we learn to ask questions there is 

inspiration to find answers. My curiosity isn’t relegated just 

to home school pursuits, it spills over into my entire life. I  

want to know how houses are wired so I can figure out my 

own electrical, I  want to know how to miter a perfect corner, I  

want to know how my brain creates new pathways so I can 

change my life with my thoughts, and I want to know why the 

gut is called the second brain. When you model a life of 

unfettered curiosity and the pursuit of answers you create a 

culture of curiosity within your home and your kids will  

engage their own questions as well.  



PARTICIPATE  

Do what they do! Activities don’t have to just be for the kids. 

Art  |  There isn’t an art project that I don’t do with my kids. I  

love it. I ’ve grown so much in my ability to create with 

different mediums because I am constantly drawing, 

painting, and building with my children. It also means that I 

often choose projects that have a broad appeal and are 

interesting for me as well.  Lately we’ve been working water 

colour techniques into our science journals, responses to 

literature and art. I ’ve enjoyed it so much that it’s become an 

individual pastime and hobby as well.  

Copy Work  |  Copying passages doesn’t sound overly exciting 

but I’ve discovered Hand Lettering and I LOVE it! While my 

children work on copy work and learning cursive I am beside 

them practicing the art of hand lettering and faux 

calligraphy. Not only do I love doing it and find it a skill  I  use a 

lot, it also displays value for what I’m asking of my kids when 

they see me choosing to do it as well.  



Writing  |  When my kids are starting in on a new writing 

project I always model the format and flow to them first. I  do 

this not with a prefab example but I will  sit down with them, 

talk them through my process and then write. I  enjoy asking 

for their input and ideas and will  incorporate them into my 

writing. When they are independently writing I will  write for 

myself as well.  It may be a blog post, notes for a speaking 

engagement or a journal entry. I  could list all  the reasons it’s 

good for my children that I write beside them but it’s good for 

me too. 

Explore  |  We spend a lot of time exploring and I’ve developed 

a keen eye for interesting things in nature. On a paddle board 

I can spot a snapping turtle from about 150 yards away and 

am constantly pointing out curious finds. Getting to 

experience these things with my kids cultivates an eagerness 

to know more and inspires at home learning as well.  



Adventure  |  Closely related to exploring is embracing 

adventure! Sometimes it can be tempting as parents to sit on 

the sidelines and cheer our kids on. This is awesome but I’m 

finding with my family that they love it when we adventure 

with them. At times this has meant conquering my own fears 

like when we zip lined from treetops over an alligator 

breeding marsh (home to over 200 alligators) in Florida. We 

paddle board and explore new parts of the river we’ve never 

seen, we take off to the woods in the winter with survival 

packs and hatchets to create shelters and up our survival 

game, we hike new trails, and we explore beaches and 

caverns. All that said there are times when I do sit on the 

sideline like when claustrophobia got the best of me ten feet 

in to a half mile hike into a cave near Rushmore!  

It is such a privilege to facilitate wonder in our daily lives. I  

am becoming more and more intentional to learn beside my 

kids and we’re all benefiting from it. 



ABOUT THE AUTHOR  
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FOSTERING 
IMAGINATION IN 

OUR HOME
B Y  C H A N T E L  K L A S S E N  

@ I N T E N T I O N A L H O M E S C H O O L I N G  &  @ A N I N T E N T I O N A L L I F E



I  was recently listening to a podcast that was talking about 

what to do in the summer with children. The podcaster (who 

doesn't homeschool) mentioned that her children needed 

something specific to do nearly every day, so she was 

creating a calendar of their events. I  started comparing this 

to our home, because we homeschool, summer is just an 

extension of our life, there is no major shift when the season 

changes, in some ways, summer is our everyday life. And our 

everyday life is intentionally fil led with a large amount of 

down time. Hardly ever do my children say they are bored or 

ask for me to give them an idea of what to do, not to say it 

doesn't happen, but they fill  hours of free time each day 

without me giving them any suggestions. 

My daughter has had a great imagination from a young age, I  

remember one road trip we took when she was four years old, 

we were in the vehicle for about twelve hours on our way 

home and she spent a good portion of it using her 

imagination and playing with empty Woody and Buzz Pez 

dispensers. 
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I  didn't fully realize how valuable it is for a child to have an 

imagination until we adopted my son when he was a year and 

a half and he had no idea how to play with toys or entertain 

himself. It was at this point that I started doing some 

personal research and discovery about imagination and how 

to help develop it in children. While I do think some children 

are born more naturally imaginative than others my son has 

been proof that it is entirely possible to help foster and 

develop imagination in children who do not have the natural 

gift. 

In all  honesty, my son may have been born with an 

imagination but the environment he lived in for the first year 

and a half, while loving, was not one to help inspire or 

develop it. He lived in a baby home with fifteen other children 

under the age of two around so there was always someone to 

play with, plus, while the home had toys, they were all stored 

in an unused crib and the children were unable to access 

them. Then to top it off, when you have more than a dozen 

children under the age of two to look after, some with 

serious special needs, the ability to have one on one time 

every day with each child is impossible. 



Watching my son grow from a toddler who didn't have the 

faintest clue how to play with toys or on his own to the five 

year old who can see a toy, a game or a story in everything 

has been fascinating. Childhood imagination is not something 

I take for granted anymore. 



MODEL IT  

The most important thing is to model what an imagination 

looks like! Tell stories that start with "What if .  .  ." and use 

your imagination to finish it. Show them that any slip of 

paper can be currency, a credit card or a receipt. Show how 

toys can be used for different purposes, my daughter has 

been a great model of imagination for my son and one thing 

they love to do is use a large dump truck as a wheelchair. 

ALLOW FREE TIME AND "BOREDOM"  

It is very hard for an imagination to grow when a child has a 

schedule that is full or is constantly being entertained by 

different activities. The best ideas come when they are 

forced to entertain themselves, they may call themselves 

bored but if they are given time and space to push past the 

boredom that is when their imagination has the opportunity 

to truly shine. 

HOW WE FOSTER IMAGINATION IN

OUR HOME 



PROVIDE SUPPLIES  

My favorite part of an imagination is that anything can be 

used in the process! But I do like to supply my kids with a few 

extra supplies, such as dress up clothes and silk scarves 

that can be used as capes, hoods, slings and so much more. 

Lots of supplies can be found in nature as well,  sticks have 

an endless supply of uses. 

READ GOOD BOOKS  

So much of our home and school revolves around reading 

good books. Much to my surprise, fantasy books have quickly 

become my daughter's favorite genre to read and listen to 

and they have provided a lot of the fuel for her imagination. 

Once children are exposed to good books they can pretend to 

be in the depths of the Misty Mountains with Bilbo Baggins, 

meeting Gollum for the first time, or tearfully peeking 

through the bushes with Susan and Lucy as Aslan is slain on 

the Stone Table. The books give children a ready-made world 

to enter into and from there they can use their imaginations 

to continue on in the world. 



The Chronicles of Narnia by C. S. Lewis 

The Wonderful Wizard of Oz  by L. Frank Baum  

The BFG  by Roald Dahl  

The Enchanted Castle  by Edith Nesbit 

Half Magic  by Edward Eager 

The Spiderwick Chronicles  by Tony DiTerlizzi  and  Holly Black 

The Green Ember  by S. D. Smith 

Goose Girl  by Shannon Hale 

The Hobbit  by J. R. R. Tolkien 

A FEW OF OUR FAVORITE FANTASY

BOOKS 



ABOUT THE AUTHOR  
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homeschooler, or what she calls "homeschooling as a 

lifestyle". She lives on the Canadian prairies with her 
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FOREST 
SERMONS

B Y   E R I N  J O Y  S I E M E N S  

@ T H I S . H A N D M A D E . N E S T



The sun warms the pine needle strewn ground, and all at once 

I am home. No house, yet a haven.  

The birch trees in their mystical melodies echo canons of 

divine reverence. No people, yet company.  

The falling snow glistening in setting sunshine speaks a 

message of peace to me. No voice, yet words.  IN
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“I went to the woods because I wished to live deliberately, to 

front only the essential facts of life, and see if I  could not 

learn what it had to teach...” - Henry David Thoreau. (i)     
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All humans can hear the calling of the divine through the 

intricacies, and contrasts in nature (ii).  Disconnecting 

education from a life enriched by nature is to wrench a child 

away from their school Master. There are endless 

“messages” waiting to be “heard” in nature. The Bible itself 

used the manifest pictures of nature to relate divine 

messages regularly, for example, “They (people who meditate 

on God’s word) are like trees planted along the riverbank, 

bearing fruit each season. Their leaves never wither, and 

they prosper in all  they do.” (ii i)   As we walk along the road 

(iv) or the forest path, we talk about the truths of God.  

Have you ever noticed at the end of fall,  as the world dies to 

stark, grey silence, the sermon lingering on the extensions 

of a tree? Winter resonates in our soul as a reminder of the 

dying time. It is bleak. It is hollow. It is isolating. Despair 

calls. Yet, look my student of the Master (v), as 

hopelessness blankets the earth, we are not left without a 

pregnant messenger. Look closely, because trees, do NOT in 

fact bud in spring! 



Spring, the chorus of buds shout! Hope all last! Relief oh weary 

soul, Arise! But look, the buds arrive in autumn. As soon as the 

leaves fall,  the tree fills itself with hefty buds. Hope is always 

waiting, l ingering, preparing to explode upon us! Hope is holding in 

the dead dark days of winter! 

My children watch this cycle every year. Every year I remind them 

to watch the buds form as messengers of hope, hope that was 

established BEFORE the trail of winter. These forest sermons 

will  carve the synapses in a child’s mind. And as they grow when 

they need it they will  hear the word of God lifting from the pages 

of the Bible and wafting through the musty smell of fallen poplar 

leaves. Weaving together solid scripture bites with the multi- 

sense tools of nature, engages the mind, and teaches the soul. 



“Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground 

and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces 

many seeds” (vi)   

The pine cone falls, fire rages, crack, CRACK, POP! The forest lays 

scorched and yet . .  .  because of the wildfire’s heat the cone has 

dropped its seeds.  

“Look, my child, see this forest? Look closely, can you see all the 

charred logs? The forest is ruined right?! But let us take a closer 

look. THIS, is called secondary succession. It is proof that LIFE is 

tenacious. Life always wants to overcome death. See here, these 

little seedlings. Look there at the shrubs emerging. See, my child, 

when it seems that the end has come, THAT is just the beginning 

of a new start!”  



“Watch my child the caterpillar transform to a butterfly,” 

“See how the leaf must be attached to the tree or it will  die,” 

“Watch how this small stone makes limitless expanding waves on 

the water”…. there are endless invitations to awaken your child’s 

sense of wonder. I  believe that if we show our children that God’s 

created world is like a love letter for them to read then they will  

not need PROOF that God exists. Their faith will  be bolstered by 

the manifestation of God’s goodness through his handiworks, just 

like how we study the heart of an artist by their works.  



Henry David Thoreau famously responded to the call to get 

connected with nature, by leaving civilization to live on the banks 

of Walden Pond. We all in some way feel the same call,  to live 

simply, the step away from compulsion, to live intentionally, to 

HOMESCHOOL intentionally, and to interact with life and nature. 

We may not actually become hermits in the woods. Yet in some 

way, we must respond to the call to allow ourselves to be 

enthralled solely on the gifts of our creator. We must step away, 

pay attention, be grateful, and let the word of God sink in as we 

see the scripture’s message written in the rhythms and cycles of 

the natural world. 



  i  Walden  Chapter 2 By: Henry David Thoreau 

ii  "For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--his eternal 

power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from 

what has been made, so that people are without excuse” Romans 1:20 NIV 

ii i  Psalm 1:3 NLT 

iv Deut 6:7 

v Master is another term for a Lord, or THE LORD 

vi John 12:24 NIV
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LEARNING 
IN EVERYDAY 

LIFE
B Y  K E R I N A  C L A Y  

@ C L A Y B E A R S D E N



Some of my fondest childhood memories are being gathered 

around my grandparents table with a feast set before us. 

Every Sunday after church, aunts, uncles, cousins, and 

neighbors would stop by for a visit. My grandmother would 

whip something up on the stove, and there always seemed to 

be plenty of food to go around. If I  close my eyes, I  can still  

see my grandmother in the kitchen, my grandfather at the 

table tapping his foot, humming a song, and the children 

running around the house. Being surrounded by friends and 

loved ones made even the simplest meals like beans and 

cornbread taste delightful. Now that I have children of my 

own, I  want to keep those traditions going so they can have 

the same kind of memories. These memories are such a part 

of me that I thought, if I  can still  vividly experience sights, 

sounds and smells from decades past perhaps they’ll  

remember our educational journey at home just as well.      
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LEARNING IN THE KITCHEN  

After having my fourth baby, I  had to come up with some new 

ways to incorporate learning into our everyday lives. My 

oldest who is 6 loves being in the kitchen, so I started using 

the space as a learning opportunity. One of the first things I 

did was pick up a recipe box so my daughter could do her 

copy work by writing down her favorite recipes. I  try to let my 

children bake at least one day a week which gets messy, but 

they love it. We pull out our measuring cups and spoons and 

talk about fractions and all the different ways we can 

measure one cup of flour or a teaspoon of salt. We talk about 

what kind of things happen when you add certain ingredients 

like what makes bread rise or what happens when you mix 

vinegar and baking soda. These lessons in Math and Science 

are happening organically, and they don’t even realize that 

“school” is taking place.  





INSPIRATION FROM BOOKS  

If you were to ask any veteran homeschooler, “What’s one of the 

most important things they did with their children?” reading books 

would certainly be at the top of their l ist. Even though we read books 

throughout the day, and at bedtime I always try to read first thing in 

the morning. When I make reading a priority, I  can feel better about 

letting other subjects go if the day gets complicated. During the 

warmer months, my children like to eat breakfast on the porch. I  

usually take this time to read our picture books from the library. We 

often let our books lead our days and we set off on adventures 

inspired by our stories. We have also made the habit to gather around 

the table for tea and poetry once a week. Sometimes we whip up a 

loaf of banana bread while other times we use our box of tea cookies 

we keep on hand. We have really come to enjoy this part of our week 

and I simply adore that poetry has become a part of our children’s 

lives. It opens up a world of beauty and strengthens their descriptive 

vocabulary. They settle in for their delicate little treats and cups of 

tea, even our 2 year old slows down to soak up the words of Robert 

Louis Stevenson, while he sips from his special cup. 





I  love good literature. You can learn so much from just one book. One 

of our favorite things to do is to make a recipe inspired by what we 

are reading. We have made butter and maple syrup candy after 

reading The Little House books. We made crepes when learning about 

Paris and while reading Madeline. Our friend, Winnie the Pooh, inspired 

us to make homemade biscuits topped with honey. We have a Winnie 

the Pooh cookbook that we love. It’s fil led with all sorts of delicious 

honey recipes. Making books come to life with food is just one more 

opportunity for learning. Even if a book doesn’t specifically talk about 

food, you can use the time period or where the story takes place to 

get cooking in the kitchen. 



THE WORLD AT YOUR TABLE  

Our family dreams about traveling the world one day. 

Sometimes my oldest talks about eating macaroons in Paris, 

which sounds amazing, but for now we bring Paris to our 

table. I ’ve always viewed food as one of the best gateways 

to learn about other cultures. After reading the book A 

Cricket in Times Square, we made a traditional Chinese meal. 

This led us to want to learn more about the Chinese culture, 

the foods they eat, and how you say Cricket in Chinese 

(Xīshuài 蟋蟀). We colored a Chinese flag with chalk pastels, 

ate with chopsticks, and finished our meal with Fortune 

cookies. Food is connected to memory which makes me 

believe that involving food while learning will  create a lasting 

foundation in their minds. 



GATHER AROUND THE TABLE  

Dinner time is an instance that we can all slow down and be 

together. It’s something that our family values and is a part 

of our everyday lives. Even though we have moments of picky 

eaters and spilled drinks, it is still  a time of joy and shared 

conversations. A huge part of our homeschooling is 

narration, and the dinner table is a perfect time to practice 

the art of storytelling. My husband tells us about his day, and 

the children share what kind of discoveries they have made 

during their day. Meals can be a joint effort to bring everyone 

together to help make the foods that nourish our bodies. The 

kids pitch in and help prepare the vegetables while my 

husband teaches them about the different kinds of herbs 

he’s using. Everyone participates in smelling and tasting the 

herbs while learning what foods they best pair with.  The 

older children help set the table, and sometimes we light 

candles to make the ordinary feel special. 



My husband is a musician so music is a huge part of our 

lives. We use dinner time to play some of our favorite 

composers, l ike Johan Sebastian Bach. Our easy go to meal 

of spaghetti can be made into a romantic dinner by 

incorporating candles and playing Italian opera, and adding a 

bit of fresh cut basil helps give the sauce in a jar a little 

extra home cooked comfort feel, too. Some days we pretend 

like we’re at a French café eating baguettes and soup with 

the sound of French music fill ing the house. Daddy speaks in 

a funny French accent and tells us about his time spent 

abroad. We savor these times together as a family. 

Food and memories go hand in hand, every time the stove 

fires up I l ike to think that one day my kids will  close their 

eyes and see me in the kitchen, their daddy singing a song 

and the kids running around the house. 
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WHERE 
DOES THE 
TIME GO?

B Y  T A Y L O R  

@ T H E _ C L U E L E S S H O M E S C H O O L E R



As a kid my mother always told me, ‘’time flies when you are 

having fun’’;  but as you age; you realize that in reality, time 

just flies. Time continues to go; minutes turn to hours and 

hours into days. 

Last week marks the anniversary of my youngest daughter’s 

death. As death normally does, it got me thinking. I  felt l ike 

the last year just flew by. I  began reflecting on what I still  

needed to change to get the most from life. This was when I 

realized I was still  missing out on my eldest daughter. It was 

this time last year when I first had the idea to homeschool. 

My daughter had been struggling in the public school system. 

I felt I  was spending my life either dealing with her or 

defending her. Many people blamed it all  on the loss of her 

baby sister. For me though, there were many reasons I was 

considering homeschooling. The education system is nothing 

like when I was young. They have added unneeded topics and 

taken out subjects that you thought were mandatory. The 

government has cut funding for the art programs which 

includes music. It seemed like everywhere I looked I was 

being pushed in the direction of homeschooling. The system 

was failing my daughter. She was falling behind because the 

material was not being taught. However, my husband and our 

parents thought after a break for summer vacation, she 

would go back for another year and another try. I  knew it my 

heart it was not going to work, but I felt outnumbered. 
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So one year later, where did the time go? It was wasted, on 

the phone with teachers and principals telling me how my 

daughter needs medication. It was wasted sitting through 

doctor appointment after doctor appointment to find out my 

daughter is only active because she is eight. It was wasted 

on hours of homework never covered in her classroom. It was 

wasted on being awake for a 7:15am bus. It was wasted 

watching the system break down my daughter’s free spirit. 

It was wasted in the special education room. (Which is a 

room full of exercise bikes. You know like hamsters on a 

wheel!) Needless to say, keeping my daughter in the system 

was a mistake I continued to either deal with her or defend 

her and by doing this I feel I  have lost myself and am starting 

to lose her. So with my husband on board we have decided to 

homeschool.   

Why? Because . .  .  

I  believe in freedom. 

I believe no one wants better for my child, than me. 

I  believe in watching them grow.  

I  believe in sleeping in when tired.  

I  believe every child grows at a different speed.  

I  believe in everyday learning.  

I  believe in taking back my life.   

I  believe my children are more than names on the attendance.  

I  believe you’re only young once.  

I  believe time goes by too fast. 

But most important I believe in my children and  

I  believe in myself.   





Does the whole idea of taking control of your children’s education 

scare you? Because it terrified me! But when I really stop and think 

about it, it’s the system that has made me feel not good enough.  If 

you do not fit into their square, then you do not fit right? WRONG! 

The system does not want free thinkers.    

Where do you start? As a newbie to the homeschooling community, 

words like curriculum and socialization can cause grey hairs!   So, as 

a clueless homeschooler, I  needed inspiration.  



I  went to the public library. I  told the lady I wanted every book on 

homeschooling. She found me three! Am I the only one that has 

noticed libraries do not have as many books these days? Out of the 

three books I read, I  found the most inspiration from LauraMaery 

Gold & Joan M. Zielinski’s Homeschooling, Step-by-Step. I  enjoyed 

the whole book, but certain things really stood out for me. Firstly, 

they include a list of “teaching strategies.” These are ways to teach 

information. Yes, you can buy a full curriculum or build your own 

using free or cheap resources. Yes, you read that right, free! There 

are many amazing women that have put worksheets and unit 

studies together. Check out Pinterest or Teachers Pay Teachers. 

Secondly, they give very detailed steps on making a lesson plan. 

This is how I started parts of my plan for next year. I  started with a 

2-10 word description of the focus of my lesson. I  then determined 

the learning objectives that will  be covered in lesson, new 

vocabulary, gather materials, plan introduction, procedure and 

assessment. Overall,  the book was a great read, and really inspired 

me to think outside of the worksheets! 



Then, I  turned to social media, the first thing I did was typed 

“homeschool” into Instagram.  I  was so shocked at the large and 

growing homeschool community. Everyone was so welcoming and 

helpful.  Actually, the page I started in April has already grown to 

600 Instagram friends. I  now have 600 other homeschool parents I 

can network with, not to mention learn from.  Through my Instagram 

I actually found other homeschoolers in my area. Shocking 

right! Before following homeschoolers on Instagram, I assumed 

homeschool was literally school at home. I was dead wrong, and for 

once that was okay. Homeschooling can happen in the kitchen, 

grocery store or even in an RV across country! The world around us 

is full of beautiful places and sometimes the best way to learn is to 

explore.  

Then, I  began signing my email address up for every homeschool 

blog I could find. Each day I receive new emails from amazing 

homeschool moms with freebies, stories and ideas. This is all  

inspiration for me. During this I found a checklist of the material 

needed to be covered in each school year for my area. For me, this 

was a fantastic find. I  am now able to use the checklist as a guide 

to make sure I am covering enough information each year. I  have 

decided to build my own curriculum. I am going to start with some 

unit studies. The first one I have chosen is a book study on The 

Hungry Caterpillar. I  have used the book as my main idea and 

branched off of it. For example I found a yoga lesson that goes with 

the book. So I am able to use the book study for multiple subjects. 



So, as a newbie to homeschooling, I  am here to tell you; 

homeschooling does not have to be complicated and expensive. 

Use freebies when you can or make your own worksheets. 

Remember those amazing women who make free worksheets, well 

they also have clip art so you can make your own. How awesome is 

that, a worksheet made just for your child’s needs.  

I  am currently in the process of making a summer plan. I  have 

decided to use theme weeks for my summer teaching. I  hope this 

will  help make the transition from public school to homeschool a 

little easier and to see how much my daughter already knows about 

each mini subject. The first week we will  be doing a nature themed 

week. This will  include insects to flowers and a little of everything 

in-between. To add a hand on approach to this theme, we have 

planted a vegetable garden and are watching it grow. We also have 

been watching our “pet” caterpillar change from caterpillar into his 

cocoon. Each theme week will  have crafts, games, recipes for 

snacks, some sort of field trip; something hands on and yes a few 

worksheets.  

Will  homeschooling stop time? No, all  kids grow up and they do it 

very fast. Homeschooling however for us, will  help us to enjoy the 

time we have more. Remember, the idea of homeschooling should 

not be stressful, teach from your heart and educate their heart.   
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CHARLOTTE'S WEB 
{A FAMILY 

BOOK CLUB}
B Y  C H A N T E L  K L A S S E N  

@ I N T E N T I O N A L H O M E S C H O O L I N G  &  @ A N I N T E N T I O N A L L I F E



Lifelong learning is an important thing to me, it's one reason I 

set goals for myself at the beginning of each year and 

periodically throughout the year. This year one of my goals is 

to get better at reading aloud chapter books. I  am extremely 

grateful for the ability to use audiobooks in our home but I 

also want to read some of our chapter books aloud, it may 

seem silly but it is a memory I want my children to be able to 

have. 

I've decided to start building my reading aloud skills by 

beginning with books that have been proven to be easier 

read alouds, one of which is Charlotte's Web. While it did 

take awhile to read through the book we did manage to finish 

it, and my son was often asking for me to read it, something I 

take as a good sign. 
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Part of being able to read aloud to my kids has been finding a 

good time of day to do so. Early afternoon or in the evening 

are not ideal times for me as that is when I feel most tired 

and it makes reading even harder, so for now the mornings or 

just before making supper have been the best time. That's a 

different picture than the evening read aloud sessions I had 

in my mind but if it allows the reading to take place 

ultimately that is what matters. 

Since this was the first chapter book that I read aloud that 

my son was engaged with I thought it would be fun to take it 

a step further, and after we finished the book we had a 

special family book club. 

To be honest, I  wasn't sure how it was going to go. I  loved 

reading growing up but despised book reports and having to 

give a summary of the book I read. Since we read the book 

together there was no need to check in to see if my children 

had read the story, and since we often reviewed what 

happened in the previous chapter I wasn't going for reading 

comprehension. 



The whole purpose of our family book club was to continue 

the discussion of the story and dig a little deeper. My 

intentions were to keep it fun and if my kids were pushing 

back or not interested I wasn't going to force them. I wrote a 

list of questions of which I had hoped we could get to all of 

them but if we only got through a few that would be okay too. 

To make things even more fun, when I announced we were 

having family book club I told each of my kids to grab some 

candy. We don't normally have a bunch of candy in our house 

but we had recently just been to a parade and each kid had a 

bowl full so they each grabbed a favorite to suck on while we 

chatted. In the future we may bake cookies or cupcakes or 

something equally as fun. 

With our book, candy and a blanket in hand we set out to find 

a nice spot for our book club. 



I  was pleasantly surprised at how much my kids enjoyed our little 

family book club! They (usually) put some great thought into their 

answers. My favorite was when my daughter said she was most 

like Templeton the rat because she also enjoyed collecting things 

and had a hard time getting rid of stuff (true story). I  loved that 

her answer was something completely unexpected, she enjoys 

talking so I suspected she would say she was most like the 

geese, and yet her reasoning for why she is like Templeton was 

spot on. 

We already have plans for a future family book club and I hope 

this will  become a semi-regular event in our house. 

If you are interested in having your own Charlotte's Web family 

book club, I  have some questions to kick start your discussion. 

Feel free to ask all of them if your children are enjoying 

themselves or just ask a few and wrap things up when they are 

getting distracted or bored. Make it an enjoyable experience and 

it will  be something they want to do again! 



1. Which character would you say was the most like you? 

2. Out of all  the words Charlotte wrote in her web (some pig, terrific, 

radiant, humble), which one do you think best suited Wilbur? 

3. If you were Charlotte is there a different word you would have 

written to describe Wilbur? 

4. Would you say Charlotte was a good friend to Wilbur? Why or Why 

not? Was Wilbur a good friend to her? Why or why not? 

5. What makes someone a good friend? What makes you a good 

friend? 

6. Do you think Charlotte knew she was going to die at the end of the 

summer? Why do you think she spent her entire summer helping 

someone? 

7. What words would you use to describe Charlotte? 

8. Do you think you would be as selfless as Charlotte? 

9. If you were the author of this story would you give it a different 

ending? How would you change things or why would you keep them the 

same? 

CHARLOTTE 'S WEB DISCUSSION

QUESTIONS 
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HOW TO 
DRAW 
A CAT
B Y  H O L L Y  L E O P P K Y  

@ H O L L Y _ M A E B E R R Y



You only need a few basic tools to doodle!  You will  need a piece 

of paper, a pencil,  an eraser and a pen. 

OK, lets jump right in! 

STEP ONE  

First of all,  draw a circle where 

you want the head (about 1/3 

from the top of the paper). 

Remember to only press VERY 

lightly with your pencil as you 

will  want to erase these lines 

later. 

STEP TWO  

Next, we are going to draw a 

line down from the bottom left 

of the circle for the cat's 

shoulder. 



STEP THREE  

And then another line down 

from the bottom right of the 

circle. This line will  be a little 

wider and longer than the left 

one. 

Don't worry too much about 

mistakes at this stage of the 

drawing because these pencils 

lines will  be erased later. 

STEP FOUR  

About half-way down the first, 

left line, we are going to draw 

another, smaller curved line 

going down. 



STEP FIVE  

And then the same thing on 

the right side, but again, this 

line will  be wider. 

STEP SIX  

Now, where your last line 

ended, we are going to draw a 

smaller curve and bring it 

across to the left side with a 

bit of a curl to it. This is the 

bottom of the cat's tail.  



STEP SEVEN  

And then follow from the tip of 

the cat's tail,  up and back to 

the base of the tail on the 

right side. 

STEP EIGHT  

Next, we are going to add the 

details for the cat's front legs. 



STEP NINE  

Now we are ready for his face! 

To draw his ears, you just need 

two curvy points where the 

ears go (kind of like unfinished 

triangles). 

STEP TEN  

For his nose, draw an upside- 

down triangle about 2/3 down 

his face and two lines down 

from the center of his nose for 

his mouth. 

(Here you can decide if your 

cat is happy, sad or calm by 

how you draw his mouth.) 



STEP ELEVEN  

The eyes can be a bit tricky, 

but with a bit of practice, you 

will  become really good at 

them! Eyes are shaped a little 

bit l ike an almond or a football;  

round with with two corners on 

either side. If you start with 

the top line (like a little hill) 

and then mirror that line on the 

bottom, you should get 

something similar to the shape 

of an eye! Cat eyes are really 

unique because sometimes 

their pupils look tall and skinny 

and not round at all,  so lets 

add two vertical l ines in for his 

pupils. 

STEP TWELVE  

Now that you have the basic 

sketch for your cat, lets go 

ahead and finish it up with 

lining. You can line with a 

regular pen, a fineliner or even 

a marker! To line your cat, 

simply trace over your pencil 

l ines with your pen. Just be 

mindful of any mistakes in your 

sketch, so that you don't line 

the mistakes with your pen. 

This is also the step where you 

can give your cat his 

personality, for example, you 

could give him furry hair, or 

short hair or special markings 

in his fur. I  have put hairs in his 

ears and also given him some 

whiskers!  



STEP THIRTEEN  

Now, make sure you wait a 

couple minutes for the ink 

from your pen to dry and then 

you can gently erase your 

pencil sketch lines! 

And there is your finished cat 

doodle!  Now you could even 

color him in if you have colored 

pencils, crayons, markers or 

paint-just make sure to ask 

your parent or guardian first! :) 

I  hope you love how your cat turned out!!  With a few tweaks here and 

there, you can make so many different sizes and colors of cat friends! 
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BEACH 
GAMES 

ROUND UP
B Y   M O N I Q U E  W I L L M S  

@ D M W I L L M S



As we head into summer it hopefully means that there are a 

lot of beach days in our immediate future. I  love to spend my 

beach time reclining on my eight foot unicorn reading a book 

whilst occasionally taking a small dip to cool off. My kids are 

much more active and enjoy all the aspects of dock jumping, 

swimming, fishing for minos, and building sandcastles. In 

light of all  of that I still  l ike to have a line up of activities for 

the beach that we can draw from if our family needs a little 

inspiration for something to do. Here’s a round up of some of 

our favourite creative beach activities! 
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BEACH BOWLING  

Rather than trying to knock pins down you’ll  be attempting to 

sink your ball into a pre-dug hole. Essentially it’s more like 

skee ball but we’re still  going to call it bowling. Dig a few 

holes in the sand and use a stick to draw a lane to them. 

Create a line at the end and have participants bowl from 

behind the line and try to sink their ball into a hole. You can 

assign different points to each hole or just make them each 

worth one point. Balls of any shape or size can be used, just 

size the hollows accordingly. 

BEACH DISC SLAM  

For this game you’ll  need a frisbee/flying disc and will  need 

to dig two roughly 18 inch diameter holes about 12-15 feet 

apart. Split up into teams of 2 people each and have 1 team 

member from each team stand beside a hole. When it is your 

turn, throw the disc from behind your hole to the opposite 

hole where you partner is standing. If you can land the disc in 

the pit without assistance you receive 2 points. Your partner 

may see it is not going to land in the hole and they can assist 

by deflecting the disc (the open flat palm of their hand - no 

grabs) into the hollow. They may only hit the disc one time 

(but can use both hands). If you score by a deflect your team 

is awarded 1 point. The first team to 10 points wins. This 

game is so fun and gets our competitive juices flowing! 



SAND MINI GOLF  

My kids love this game as there is a whole creative process that 

precedes the actual game playing. We give each family member an 

area of beach that is out of the way of foot traffic and challenge 

them to create a mini golf hole. They will  dig a hole and then 

create obstacles and pathways to surround it. Twigs, rocks, moats 

of water, etc are all fair game and add to the fun. Once the holes 

are created give each person a golf ball and have them complete 

each hole on the course. You can use actual putters to putt or get 

creative and use sand shovels, your hand or bowl it. 

MUSICAL FLOATIES 

This game will  take you off of the sand and into the water. The 

premise is very simple - just play musical chairs but in the water 

and with floaties. Try to keep your floats in a defined area and 

either swim or wade around them until the music stops. When it 

does, jump on a floaty! You can decide whether you’ll  allow people 

to dump each other off and play that “last man floating” gets to 

stay in the game.  



SHADOW TAG  

Beach days are hopefully very sunny days and when the sun is 

high in the sky shadows abound. Use the regular rules of tag but 

instead of tagging people you need to touch their shadow. Word 

to the wise - only play this game with kids old enough to use the 

honour system who will  be honest about tagging the shadow 

and who will  accept when their peer says they are tagged. 

SAND PICTIONARY  

Pick an area of wet sand and arm your teams with a stick for 

drawing. We find it easiest to let an app generate the prompts 

we need to draw but you can also write ideas on slips of paper 

and choose them that way. Draw your prompt in the sand and 

have your team guess correctly before the one minute timer 

runs out to score. If your team doesn’t guess it the other team 

has the option to steal. 

In the same vein as drawing in the sand, hopscotch and tic tac 

toe are also easy games to play on the beach.  





MIXED MEDIA ART  

If your troop is getting bored with creating castles you can 

challenge them to create a mixed media art scape. Define a 

space if you wish and have them collect found objects to 

include in their artwork. It could be twigs, grass, shells, rocks, 

sea glass, clay, seaweed, etc. Then using those objects as well 

as drawing in and forming sand and clay they can create a work 

of art. The options are endless but could include a landscape, a 

summer item (ice cream cone), or favourite animal. 

WABOBA BALL  

This isn’t necessarily a game but it is our favourite beach toy. 

The Waboba ball is a ball that is specifically designed for water 

play. It not only floats but bounces on the water. You can throw 

it l ike you would skipping a rock or throw it straight down on the 

water for a bigger bounce. It is THE best ball we’ve found for 

playing catch in the water and our family will  play with it for 

hours. 

Whenever we facilitate these types of activities on the beach I 

always find that we have other children wanting to join in. It’s a 

fantastic way to engage a group of kids and spark their 

creativity to alter other games to work in the sand and water.   
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SIMPLE 
POPCORN 

BALLS
B Y   R A E C A   K L A S S E N  

A G E  7



This is a simple dessert that only takes a 

few minutes to make!





INGREDIENTS  

* 1/3 cup popcorn kernels 

* 3 tablespoons butter 

* approximately 4 cups marshmallows 

STEP ONE  

 

Pop the popcorn kernels.



STEP TWO  

 

Add the butter and marshmallows to a microwave 

safe bowl.



STEP THREE  

 

Microwave for 30 seconds at a time until the 

marshmallows are mostly melted.



STEP FOUR  

 

Stir marshmallows and butter together. 

 

STEP FIVE  

 

Add popcorn kernels. Add a little bit of butter to 

your hands and mix the popcorn and marshmallow 

mixture with your hands.



STEP SIX  

 

Roll mixture into small balls and put in mini 

cupcake liners or on parchment paper. 

If they are too sticky to form, add more butter to 

your fingers. 

 

STEP SEVEN  

 

Let them cool for a few minutes and then enjoy!





HOW AWE MADE 
ITS WAY INTO OUR 

SCHOOLING
B Y   A N G E L A  D I C K E N  

@ A N G I E A F T E R M A R C H



 After only three years of homeschooling, I  found myself 

weary, frustrated and lonely. My conversations with other 

homeschool moms centered on trying to convince myself 

the next decade of this would be worth it. My prayers 

became forced and fake, full of trite sayings aimed at 

keeping me afloat in the tensions and effort of each day. I  

wondered: How do you stay connected to God and the Spirit 

in the persistent pressures and brokenness of trying to be all 

things to our children as homeschooling parents?  

Then I came across an article written by Jen Wilkin titled 

“Women, trade your self-worth for Awe and Wonder”. In it she 

writes about why she believes the platitudes about 

finding our worth in daily chores and daily lessons just 

doesn’t fulfill  the gnawing in us: “I believe it is because we 

have misdiagnosed our primary problem. As long as we keep 

the emphasis on us instead of on a higher vision, we will  take 

small comfort from discussions of identity — and we will  see 

little lasting change. Our primary problem as Christian women 

is not that we lack self-worth, not that we lack a sense of 

significance or purpose. It’s that we lack awe.”  
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The revelation of my own lack of awe and how it was stealing 

joy from the work set before me was a seismic moment. 

When I set my gaze with wonder and reverence on God and 

where He was in the middle of motherhood and 

homeschooling, everything changed.  The work became holy. 

The effort and tension became holy. Everything changed 

because my heart changed in the shifting of my gaze to God. 

The shift relieved us of the heaviness of bearing the central 

seat in our home education journey. I  didn’t need to be 

enough because God already was.  

I  knew I needed to find a way to build our homeschool and 

family culture on the awe of God, to not forget this loving 

revelation and find a way to teach my children to allow God to 

be large and astonishing. The term aweschooling came as an 

Ebenezer stone to anchor us through the years.   I  also knew I 

needed the Holy Spirit to show me the way.  





The Holy Spirit is a friend in every moment who points us to glory 

and awe of what God is doing in our children, our homes, our 

neighborhoods, our co-ops, and in every corner of the Kingdom He 

is building. When you pursue the awe of God the Holy Spirit shows 

up. He shows up, not to make our morning times better or ease the 

conflict around math workbooks (although He does do those 

things). He comes to swallow up striving and pride and weariness 

and loneliness. 



Schooling with awe in mind, with eternity in mind, with our eyes up 

on God brought freedom. It brought us both freedom from striving 

and freedom to take the scenic route and run the achievement 

race. Aweschooling has freed me and my children from comparison 

and the weight of searching for approval in performance. I  am 

prone, as a home educator, to find my own value in the 

performance of my children. Stealing from their achievement and 

claiming a piece for myself. Schooling with my eyes up protects 

our homeschool from that. It places the emphasis on the 

reverence of an awe inspiring God. We are discovering Him; we are 

learning that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. We 

are not putting our awe on what He has made, but on Him alone. 

That’s the goal anyway. One day, my children won’t be depending 

on me to guide them, or to explain and define the great wide world 

to them. They won’t need me. But they will  always need God. And 

they will  always need the Spirit to lead them and sustain 

them. Just like every hour I need Him. So it’s imperative to me that 

they know who God is, what it feels like when the Spirit opens our 

eyes in awe of Jesus. My prayer is that schooling with awe will  

orient my children to live with eternity in sight. Not with eyes on 

success or accomplishment. Eternal perspective will  carry them 

when I can’t anymore. 



For us, awe-schooling is summed up in a single phrase: eyes up. 

It’s a phrase that reorients our work to be from Heaven down first. 

Our purpose, desire, energy, delight, reason all begin with our eyes 

on the awesome and holy Creator of everything we will  ever study. 

If it’s not unto God, it’s empty. 1 Corinthians tells us as much. We 

will  be known by our fruit, not by our gifts or transcripts, or 

academic achievements. All our achievements, which are still  good 

pursuits, will  fade away and what will  be left is the awe and glory 

of God. We must teach our children to demonstrate the true 

nature of God and one way to do that is teach the awe of our King. 

   

The life God gave us is too short and precious and holy and 

sacrificed for, for us not to live bravely, full of wonder and awe. 

The entirety of what God made is magnificent and lovely. I  want to 

see as many facets of God as I possibly can: in creation, in history 

and the secrets in science, the order of math, and in the stories of 

all  His image bearers. I  hope to teach my children to Explore in 

order to find HIM. I  have found that there is no better way to go 

from deep to deep, than in the discipleship of my children, in the 

intentionality of “aweschooling” and teaching from an eternal 

perspective.  
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HOMESCHOOLING 
THROUGH 

HIGH SCHOOL
B Y  L E I L A  L E W I S  

@ L E I L A _ _ L E W I S



Like many of you, my homeschooling journey started because 

my husband and I were unhappy with the education our 

daughter was receiving. The summer after her kindergarten 

year we decided to pursue homeschooling. I  didn’t really 

know what I was getting into and my few thoughts about 

homeschoolers were really about the tiny minority and not 

the majority. One thing I thought for sure was that this 

homeschooling idea would be a temporary fix until something 

better came to us. Homeschooling through high school was 

laughable, confusing, and definitely not what I ever thought I 

would be doing. 

God has a funny way of knowing exactly what we need long 

before we do and here I am, nine short years later 

teaching and guiding my oldest through high school. While 

even typing that out makes me feel terribly sad and 

incredibly old, this season with her will  be one of my 

favorites to treasure forever.   
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As a family, we have experienced more than I can imagine 

because we have chosen to homeschool our children. Over 

the years I have been pulled out of my comfort zone to seek 

more community through a homeschool co-op and a couple of 

more social and activity-based groups I have founded and 

organized. Homeschooling has forced me to educate myself 

and never stop learning. I  have spoken with hundreds of 

families and without question there is almost always a 

different vibe when the topic of high school comes up. 

As parents we work up to these moments of pivotal 

transition for our children with endless training, 

encouragement, and prayer. Sneaky lies from the enemy still  

enter my thoughts telling me I am undeniably unqualified to 

be teaching high school and that I’m ruining my daughter’s 

life and that it would be so much easier to just send her to 

school. 

I  do not have a teaching degree, but I know how to reach and 

teach my daughter better than any other qualified teacher 

would. It takes years of practice and genuine interest to 

learn my daughter’s quirks, strengths and weaknesses. Years 

that no one else could or would dedicate to learning and 

adjusting for her success - success no one else desires more 

than me. 





I  am not ruining my children’s lives by teaching them at home. I 

am educating them in what feels and truly is the most natural 

way. I’m sure you would agree that the benefits of 

homeschooling are incomparable to that of traditional school.     

Sending my children to school would be so much easier. That’s 

not a lie. We were probably all  taught as children to not take 

the easy way out. We are also not called to live an easy life. 

Homeschooling is not the easy road to take. It may be natural 

for us and it’s most likely something we feel called to do, but 

easy isn’t a word I usually use to describe homeschooling. And 

I absolutely would not describe parenting teens as easy. We 

have been given these children to love, nurture, and teach. 

Even if you put your teen in traditional school you are held 

accountable for those responsibilities. Homeschooling them 

allows you more time and interaction to fulfill  those 

responsibilities and build life-long relationships. Even though 

parenting and homeschooling through the teen years isn’t 

easy it is worth it and worthy of our time.    

While the thought of homeschooling high school can be 

intimidating and overwhelming, I  encourage you that it can 

be done and it can also become one of your most treasured 

seasons in life.     



Wondering where to start on your high school homeschool 

journey? It is a bit different and more “serious” so below are 

my first step pointers and some things to ponder. 

ONE  

Depending on your state you may need to have an umbrella 

school or a designated organization to file through in 

order for your child to receive her diploma. I  am sure if you 

live in a state with more restrictive homeschooling laws you 

are accustomed to this process already. If you live in Texas 

or a more “homeschool friendly” state then you, the parent, 

simply issue the diploma upon meeting the graduation 

requirements. Yes, it is that simple! 

TWO  

Find out what the high school graduating requirements are 

for your state. Is there four years of foreign languages 

required or three? Do all of the years need to be of the same 

language? How many semesters of physical education are 

required? I found these requirements easily through internet 

searches. I  typed up a simple spreadsheet so I can easily 

switch up when and how those requirements have been or 

will  be met. I  love having that freedom!    

TIPS FOR HIGH SCHOOL

HOMESCHOOLING 



THREE  

Ask questions! Seek out counsel from other moms who have 

homeschooled through high school or who are currently in that 

season. Sharing ideas and getting feedback are some things I think 

most of us appreciate. One of my favorite resources is a Facebook 

group called “It’s Not That Hard to Homeschool High School”.     

FOUR 

Jump in and share your excitement with your teen! While there are 

requirements and things that should be learned through these 

years there are countless educational benefits to spending this 

time at home: 

--There will  be many semesters of electives to take. Texas 

requires nine semesters. Let your teen make a list of interests 

they would like to delve into . .  .  culinary arts, photography, 

welding, gardening, event planning, computer coding, graphic 

design, etc. Add lessons that you think are important to learn 

before they leave the nest such as budgeting, home management 

(i.e. laundry, cooking, simple repairs), auto shop, etc.  

--You and your teen have the options to vary even the required 

courses and tailor them toward personal interests and strengths. 

My daughter is not planning to major in chemistry and has no 

desire to do anything in the medical field. She needs chemistry 

this coming year and we are using a curriculum that is heavy in 

reading about chemistry and chemists while doing practical 

experiments that visually show chemistry in action. She won’t be 

bogged down with dozens of hours doing chemical equations 

because she will  not be using them in the future.    

--Your teen will  have much more time to explore her ideas 

for future plans. Maybe your daughter is like mine and changes her 

mind quite often about her future career. We are working on what I 

refer to as the elimination plan. Taking a psychology course (hello, 

elective semester) can quickly spark a fire or eliminate the 

question about whether she would enjoy being a therapist. Maybe 

your son has always known he wanted to be a veterinarian. He can 

take courses that are more geared toward that career path 

including business courses and more in-depth animal biology. 



We all know the benefits to homeschooling our children and those 

benefits continue and peak through high school. I  assure you that 

if you have a heart for homeschooling you can most definitely 

homeschool and mentor your teen through the high school years. 

Two things I know for sure are that the years with my children are 

short and I will  never regret the time and efforts I put into this 

crazy journey I have chosen.     
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BENEFITS OF 
MUSIC 

EDUCATION
B Y   K I M  B I T N E R  

@ K I M B I T N E R



Music is a language imprinted on our hearts and stamped into 

our being. The God who created us created music, and he 

designed us to enjoy it. Before we are even born, the rhythm 

of our mother’s beating heart sets us on a path of musical 

delight. More than just engaging our ears, music engages our 

hearts. Music speaks to us on a level beyond our intellect; it 

has the ability to touch us deeply. It is the universal language 

that we do not need to speak in order to understand. You 

might have no musical training, yet you know what it is to 

have music speak to you. 

With training and practice we can learn to speak it as well.  

IN
T

E
N

T
IO

N
A

L
 H

O
M

E
S

C
H

O
O

L
IN

G
 C

O
L

L
E

C
T

IV
E



IN
T

E
N

T
IO

N
A

L
 H

O
M

E
S

C
H

O
O

L
IN

G
 C

O
L

L
E

C
T

IV
E Learning any new language is tedious work. Not only must we 

learn to decode symbols on a page, we need to know what 

sound accompanies each one. It’s slow and disjointed. It’s 

fil led with mistakes. You learn basic words and terms, not 

really sure how they will  all  come together  to produce 

anything meaningful. Before you know it you’re able to string 

a sentence together; or you play a simple melody. It’s a 

glimpse of what’s coming, but fluency is a ways down the 

road. There is so much more to learn before it begins to feel 

natural. Before you can sit down to read a book or have a 

conversation in a new language, before you can sit and play a 

piece of music, you will  need to commit to a lot of study and 

practice. Eventually fluency will  greet you as a well earned 

reward.  



My heart leapt with anticipation as I ran home from school, and 

my lungs swelled with the fresh springtime air. I  was eight years 

old, and this was the day I had been waiting for: today was my 

first piano lesson! I  watched the clock impatiently, and when 

the time was right I bolted out the door. I  had two options to get 

there, so of course I took the shortcut. 

Fifteen minutes later I was back at my house, feet cold, socks 

muddy, face soiled by tears and my brow furrowed in 

frustration. The shortcut had found me ankle deep in the mud 

and now I was late for my first lesson. 

My mom assured me she would call and postpone until next 

week. She got me cleaned up and settled my anxious heart. This 

was the beginning of my music education journey. I  started in 

the mud, humbled. I  started where anyone learning something 

does: at the beginning. 

I  did eventually make it to my first lesson. And the one after 

that. I  seized the opportunity to learn to play an instrument: a 

chance none of my 4 older siblings had been given. Yes, it was 

tedious at times (scales, anyone?). Yes, there were days (and 

weeks) that I didn’t want to practice. But were my nine years of 

piano lessons worth it? Absolutely. And I wanted that for my 

kids. 



Given the fact that we homeschool and I know how to play the 

piano, people are often surprised to hear that I do not teach my 

own kids how to play. When we were considering music lessons 

for our oldest son, a friend of mine wisely counselled me to 

have someone else teach him from the start, even though I was 

capable of teaching him for the first few years. As I joyfully 

shoulder the burden of teaching my kids all their other subjects, 

I  don’t want music to be an afterthought that gets the least of 

my delight and energy. At the end of a school day I’m tired and 

my patience sometimes runs thin: I  don’t want that to be the 

place my kids learn to play music. I  want their passion for music 

to be ignited by someone who has the energy to teach from joy. 

Don’t we all have memories of a teacher who loved what they 

taught, and found that their delight was contagious? That’s 

what a good music teacher does! That’s what our piano 

teachers have done for our kids.  



If you want to get your child started with music lessons but 

have no idea how to find a teacher, start asking around! Talk to 

people in your area and ask for recommendations. I’m sure you’ll  

find that people who have a teacher they love are more than 

happy to tell you about them. 

Whether you decide to find a teacher to help your kids learn 

music or you venture to teach them yourself, I  believe there are 

great benefits to pursuing a musical education. Here are just 

some of them: 

CREATIVE AND INTELLECTUAL ENGAGEMENT  

Often we tend to pigeon-hole people into being either creative 

or intellectual. It’s that whole left-brained or right-brained 

stereotype: our daughter is artistic, but our son builds LEGO like 

a little engineer. Often we think these strengths are mutually 

exclusive, but music draws on both areas. Is music an art? 

Absolutely. Is it precise and logical? Yes. To speak the language 

of music well,  a musician has the ability to marry two things 

that often seem to be at odds with one another.   



A MEANS OF SELF EXPRESSION  

Some of our kids have no trouble expressing their thoughts and 

feelings: you don’t even have to ask and it all  comes tumbling 

out. Others are closed books and it can be difficult to figure 

them out. Maybe we even expect the expressive ones to be 

musical, and those who are less free with their emotions to 

want to talk about facts over feelings. When the basics of 

learning to decode the language have been mastered, music is a 

medium through which anyone can express themselves. 

Whether openly emotional, or someone who keep their feelings 

locked up, music gives our kids an avenue to let those feelings 

out with beauty and vulnerability. Music teaches both restraint 

and expression. 

GROWTH IN SKILL AND CONFIDENCE  

I  love seeing the victory in my kids’ eyes when they master a 

song that they had previously deemed to be too difficult. Doubt 

gives way to belief, and the limits of what is possible lift to new 

heights. A song that might have begun with jolting rigidity as a 

melody was first learned now flows smoothly and sings with 

emotion as a triumphant child sees that they once again had 

what it took to do something they didn’t think they could. They 

learn to believe that they can accomplish great things, and are 

driven to compete with themselves for their best possible 

performance.  



SHARING WITH OTHERS 

The ultimate end to all this creative and intellectual expression 

and growth is not to have children who think very highly of 

themselves. The ultimate goal I  have in providing my kids with a 

rich musical education is to raise kids who know that their gifts 

and abilities are not for serving themselves. As a Christian, I  

believe that our lives are meant to be lived in service of others, 

as Jesus served us by laying down his life. Sharing the ability to 

play music is a very practical way to bring joy to others as well 

as a great way to serve the church, since we are a people who 

love to sing! We sing to the God who created us and put a song 

in all  our hearts, and it is my hope and prayer that my kids will  

one day want to use their musical abilities to bless the church. 

As the church, all  the music we create and enjoy on this earth is 

preparing our hearts for a great homecoming party at the end of 

days when Jesus welcomes us home. What a glorious song that 

will  be!  
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UNLEARNING TO 
MAKE ROOM FOR 

LEARNING
B Y  Z S A N A E  M I L L E R  

@ A D O R E . A B I D E . A R I S E



I  never set out to homeschool. Honestly, I  had never heard of 

it until right before I was pregnant with our first child. When 

the decision was made to try homeschooling our children, I  

started off with the only pattern I knew of; I  simply brought 

the school system into our kitchen and spread it out over the 

table. It's not a bad place to start, especially when you aren't 

sure where or how to begin this journey. And, it is a journey! 

It's not a checklist, it's not a to do list, and it's not just an 

academic schedule. With my oldest just graduating this past 

month, I  am more excited than ever to share with families 

gems we have learned (and are still  learning!) along the way. 

This journey has so many facets, so many mountains and 

valleys, and so many memories to be made. Yes, it does 

include reading, writing, and arithmetic, but we have learned 

that homeschooling embodies much more than just 

traditional academic subjects. 
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While we started with a style of bringing the classroom into 

our home, I gradually realized there was so much more to our 

day than adding and phonics. I  started to recognize that I 

was trying to implement teaching all the subjects at a 

specific grade level to each of them. Did they do this 

worksheet of math facts? Did they sound out these short 

vowels five times this morning? Do they have all the 

mountain ranges and rivers memorized? That is how the 

school system operates mainly because one teacher is in 

charge of educating twenty-five plus kids. There needs to be 

a system in place to create order, but that doesn't mean it is 

the best method of learning. I  was beginning to understand 

that I needed to unlearn from my years in the educational 

system in order to best help my children learn all that God 

had for them. This was a process. It can look different for 

different families, in different seasons and with different 

personalities/learning styles. I  decided to call up all the 

friends I knew that homeschooled and ask them what their 

favorite resources were and why . .  .  Then it hit me, "God, 

these are YOUR children. You have a perfect plan for their 

l ives. You have created them and designed their gifts and 

talents for Your glory. Show me Lord, how best to raise them 

in a way that helps them reach their goals that You have 

planned for them." With that prayer, things changed. 



I  sat down with my husband and talked about what our end goals 

were for raising these children we were blessed with. We 

gathered our kids together to share with them our new, focused 

thoughts. We desired for them to love the Lord with all their 

hearts, minds and souls, and to love others well.  We wanted to 

create in them a lifetime love of learning, of discovering this 

amazing world God created. We wanted to equip them with the 

tools of knowing how to learn something or how to find out the 

information that they needed. If they had a desire to always 

grow in their knowledge and sought the wisdom from God on 

how to apply that knowledge, then the rest of "schooling" would 

look very different. 



My older two children are eighteen months apart, which allowed 

me to combine most of their subjects. With the exception of 

math and what I required from the older one with writing, we 

started learning together. This was the game changer. This is 

where my "unlearning" made room for learning. This is where we 

began to discover the wonders of the world through reading 

together and discussing together. We let our conversations 

guide us into hours of applying biblical truths to all areas of 

history, l iterature, character development, science, life skills 

and personal lessons. As I let go of what I thought had to be 

accomplished in an eight hour period and let God be my teacher, 

He then instructed me on how to specifically guide these little 

people He had entrusted to us. This new way of learning led us 

to understand how every discovery was threading all of God's 

world together. Excitement grew! Their hunger and opinions 

started to be articulated in ways that they began to identify in 

themselves some of their unique giftings and interests. With 

the new freedom of discovery as the method of learning, each 

child began to shine as they headed down a path of exploration. 

Just like adult life, every day isn't fragrant with sweet smelling 

roses and birds singing on our windowsill.  There are the 

mountain top moments of excitement and then there are 

valleys of trudging through the muck . .  .  but this too, is 

learning. Teaching our children how to do the mundane with joy 

and grateful hearts is just as important as learning how to add, 

multiply and read. Likewise, there is great value and reward in 

pushing through the difficult and unknown. Just because it's 

hard, doesn't mean we avoid it. Instructing through example and 

modeling desired behavior is equally valuable.





As my older children have grown through the freedom of 

learning, my husband and I have been amazed by how their 

natural talents have surfaced. As they entered the early teen 

years, each one started a more purposeful, direct shift towards 

the bent that God had designed for them. They had the time and 

courage to try things they thought might interest them. They 

researched and created. They failed and they grew. With all the 

experience came an excitement to try more, to stretch their 

abilities and discover new ones. This is the fruit we are blessed 

to witness. There is great joy in watching your children learn, 

discover, create and serve. 



We adopted our youngest son when he was five. I  was so 

excited to start his education with a different mindset, 

implementing all that I had learned with the older two. Again, 

God pulled me aside to remind me to seek His direction. 

Remember back towards the beginning I mentioned: different 

seasons, different personalities and learning styles? This truth 

still  applies. So I lean on God, ebb and flow with how our family 

rhythm is for the season. Keeping all the foundational goals in 

mind, we learn together. Because he is so young, we explore like 

new adventurers, treading through some familiar and some 

uncharted territories. We are in wonder. We are in awe. It is so 

exciting to be living in a position of constant learning while 

watching our children be amazed by the world that is laid before 

them. So, if need be, unlearn to make room for learning so that 

your grand adventure unfolds. 
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THE ART OF 
STILLNESS 

{A DEVOTIONAL}
B Y  C H A N T E L  K L A S S E N  

@ I N T E N T I O N A L H O M E S C H O O L I N G  &  @ A N I N T E N T I O N A L L I F E



I 've always been a talker. My kindergarten report card 

actually says "Chantel talks too much." So, it really shouldn't 

have come as a surprise a few weeks ago when I realized how 

much I talk to God and how little I actually listen and yet, 

somehow it felt l ike a big revelation to me. 

I  was like a child who bombards her parents with a list of 

requests the moment the day starts, going through my list of 

struggles and desires without taking a moment to say good 

morning. As a parent I know that's not how I want to start my 

day or the kind of relationship I want to have with my 

children, so why did I think that was enough for God? 

IN
T

E
N

T
IO

N
A

L
 H

O
M

E
S

C
H

O
O

L
IN

G
 C

O
L

L
E

C
T

IV
E



IN
T

E
N

T
IO

N
A

L
 H

O
M

E
S

C
H

O
O

L
IN

G
 C

O
L

L
E

C
T

IV
E

Just like a parent, God wants to hear our requests, we long 

to know the hearts of our children and hear their desires and 

their deepest wishes, but if they never give us a chance to 

respond how can we help them? If I  rattle off my list of 

dreams and concerns to God and then close off with a good 

bye and walk away, when does He get a chance to tell me how 

He is opening and closing doors for me? 

The LORD will  fight for you; you need only to be still .  

Exodus 14:14 

These last few weeks I've been learning the art of stillness. 

I've been learning how to be quiet and wait for God to 

answer. 

In the morning, Lord, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay 

my requests before you and wait expectantly. 

Psalm 5:3 





I  decided to start with ten minutes of stillness a day. For a 

person who values productivity, ten minutes of stillness was a 

major challenge. 

I  didn't go into my first time of stillness with an agenda or any 

kind of expectations but I decided to bring one thing before 

God, something that had been on my heart for a long time and 

was beginning to consume me, I  brought it before Him and then I 

was still .  

Be still ,  and know that I am God. 

Psalm 46:10  

As I sat there in stillness, within a few minutes I had the 

strongest sense of an answer. It wasn't an audible sound but 

yet, I  heard it in my mind as clear as if it was. I  have never 

before heard from God in such a definite way. 

I  will  stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; 

I  will  look to see what he will  say. 

Habakkuk 2:1 



Amazingly, one of the ways I know it was from God and not 

something I made up is because it was the opposite of the 

answer I wanted to hear. But with the answer came the calming 

sense of peace and contentment, something that could only 

come from Him. 

I  wait for the Lord, my whole being waits, and in his word I put 

my hope. 

Psalm 130:5 





I  am now trying to make a stillness a habit in my life. Some days 

are easier than others, some days my mind wanders like a 

curious kitten, other days I feel sleepy and like I am too busy 

and don't have the time to be still ,  but I know how much I love it 

when my children choose to spend time with me and I think 

about how much better it is to spend time with my Heavenly 

Father. 

I  would like to challenge you to make time in your day for 

stillness, a time to pause and listen. Find ten minutes in your 

day for the next week and wait for God to speak, you may just 

be surprised at what He has to say. 

Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for 

the Lord. 

Psalm 27:14 
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